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SUBJECT: MEA DENIES PRESS ACCESS TO CANADIAN FOR- 
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1. CANADIAN FOREIGN MINISTER ALLEN MACEACHEN'S ORIENTATION 
TOUR OF NIGERIA RAN ABRUPTLY INTO THE CROSSFIRE OE GOVERN- 
MENT/PRESS ANTAGONISM MONDAY WHEN NIGERIAN OEFICIALS KEPT 
JOURNALISTS AWAY PROM MACEACHEN THROUGHOUT HIS 30-MINUTE 
ARRIVAL AND RECEPTION AT IKEJA AIRPORT. ONE FMG OFPICIAL 
WAS QUOTED AS SAYING, "IF WE WANT THE PUBLIC TO KNOW ANY- 
THING ABOUT HIS VISIT, THE CABINET OFPICE WILL ISSUE A 

PRESS STATEMENT." MEA PERMANENT SECRETARY JOE lYALT.A 
WAS NOT AS BLUNT BUT JUST AS FIRM: "OUR OWN DUTY IS ONLY 
TO RECEIVE THE MINISTER.WE DON'T KNOW ANYTHING ABOUT 
HIS MEETING THE PRESS." 

2. THE CANADIAN HIGH COMMISSION HAS FOUND THE SITUATION 
SOMEWHAT AWKWARD.AS THE DAILY TIMES, IN GETTING A DIG 
AT FMG, DESCRIBED MACEACHEN AS BEING "ON AN UNDISCLOSED 
MISSION." HOWEVER, PRESS CONPERENCE IS SCHEDULED, AND 
HIGH COMMISSION HOPES DISPEL ANY MISAPPREHENSIONS. 

3. COMMENT: THIS INCIDENT APPEARS TO BE A DIRECT 
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REPORTERS THAT "IE YOU CONTINUE TO EMBARASS US... THERE 
WILL BE NO MORE AIRPORT INTERVIEWS FOR YOU." 
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